
Warwick House

The model for “Trafalgar House”

While there can be no doubt that Jane Austen based her resort town of Sanditon on the Worthing she knew in 1805, 
it is important to stress that she was a novelist, not a travel-writer. Like many other authors inspired by a given 
location, she tweaked reality to serve her fictional purposes.

There are, however, a number of respects in which Sanditon’s 
Trafalgar House, which was owned by Mr Parker  (one of the 
central characters in the novel) closely matches Warwick House in 
Worthing. This house, which was occupied from 1801 till his death 
in 1819 by Edward Ogle, Worthing’s leading citizen, stood at the 
north end of Steyne Gardens, just behind where Broadway 
Mansions is today.

The real and the fictional houses were both in open, windswept 
locations. Mr Parker says of Trafalgar House: “We have all the 
grandeur of the storm, with less real danger, because the wind, 
meeting with nothing to oppose or confine it around our house, 
simply rages and passes on.”

There were likewise no buildings between Warwick House and the 
sea, with the exception of a row of three small cottages called 
Badger’s Buildings, at the north-east end of Steyne Gardens. All the 
land to the east of Warwick House was open terrain, as was the land 
to the south-west, since Steyne Terrace had not been built. To the 
west of Warwick House stood the Colonnade, almost opposite 
which was the small group of houses that included Stanford’s 
Cottage. Apart from a scattering of small buildings, therefore, the 
location of Warwick House too was open and windswept.

 Jane Austen begins her description of Mr Parker’s house as follows: “Trafalgar House, on the most elevated spot on   
the down, was a light, elegant building, standing in a small lawn with a very young plantation round it.” As can be 
seen from the pictures both here and on the At the Library board, Warwick House too was light and elegant. 
Meanwhile, the 1890 plan of the house and grounds shows trees that would have been “a young plantation” in 
Jane Austen’s time. 

This “young plantation” is mentioned in John Evans’s 1805 
account of Warwick House, which tells us that “the lower part 
of the mansion [was] encircled with a shrubbery”. Likewise, 
John Shearsmith, writing in 1824, says that, after Ogle bought 
Warwick House in 1801, he “expended very considerable 
sums of money … in the formation of pleasure grounds, 
walks, and shrubberies”.

Warwick House was close to the sea, as was Trafalgar House 
in Sanditon. Jane Austen tells us that Mr Parker’s house was 
about a hundred yards from “the descent to the beach, and to 
the bathing machines, and this was therefore the favourite 
spot for beauty and fashion”. During the first decade of the 
nineteenth century, the sands at Worthing too were the place 
where fashionable visitors went for conversation and 
recreation. (See also the board entitled On Worthing 
Beach.) Later, from about 1811, the Steyne became what 
Shearsmith calls “the fashionable promenade” and 
“mustering point” for the town. 

An engraving of Warwick House from A 
Topographical Description of Worthing (1824) by 

John Shearsmith, who was a doctor in the town

A plan of Warwick House and its grounds dating from 
1890. In 1805 the extent of the grounds was much as shown 

here, but there were fewer mature trees


